March 15. 2005

Town Board Minutes

A regularly scheduled Town Board meeting was conducted on Tuesday, March 15, 2005 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilmember



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilmember



ANN LINDAU



Councilmember



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilmember

Also present: JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/Director



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Dir.



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director



JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Security



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Director



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *      

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *       

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag

* * * * * * * * * *     

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi stated that on a quarterly basis tribute is paid to one of the Town’s employees as Employee of the Quarter.  

Councilwoman Ann Lindau joined the Supervisor at the podium inviting the recipient of this quarter’s award, Mr. Fred Pardee, to come to the podium with his family.    

Supervisor Puglisi read a small biography and said Mr. Pardee was appointed as a Water Meter Reader with the Town in 1990.  He is currently a Motor Equipment Operator in DES/Parks Division.  While assigned to Town Hall, Fred began working with Mrs. Helen Lindsey in the Town Beautification Program and this became one of his strengths and interests.  He has gone for additional training in horticulture, plant and turf maintenance and has volunteered his time on many Town planting projects.  Fred’s nomination came from two sources, one was a resident who was involved in bulb planting at Lake Meahagh Parks last summer and the second from the Verplanck Homeowners’ Association for his beautification efforts in their hamlet.

Kathleen Burleson, Director of DES and Fred’s department head, told of the many beautification efforts he accomplishes throughout the year and said the award was well deserved.

Councilwoman Lindau presented Fred Pardee with a Certificate of Award.

* *     
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi said this is American Red Cross Month, honoring a very important organization in our society that works closely with Jeff Tkacs and members of the Town Board on a daily basis.  

Jeff Tkacs - Homeland Safety and Security Coordinator.

Jeff said that tonight we are fortunate to have the presence of two staff members of the American Red Cross and introduced Stewart Bethile, Director of Emergency Services for Westchester County and Andrea Gamali, Director of Volunteer Services.  They were presented with a Proclamation and recognized for their services to the community.  They, in turn, thanked the Town of Cortlandt for their pro-active work, dedication and support of their organization.

J. Tkacs said in 2003 the Town purchased a disaster supply trailer for the purposes of sheltering and in September, 2004, a complete  preparedness exercise occurred using the trailer and a trained group of Town of Cortlandt residents from the Disaster Reserve Partner Group.  That exercise was videotaped and is currently being broadcast on the Town’s cable access channel.  He suggested that people interested in volunteering in the organization make an opportunity to watch the film.

Jeff Tkacs said on April 19 in the Town Hall there will be a recruitment meeting and an orientation to the next disaster reserve partner group. The organization is active and ongoing and members continue to work in comprehensive emergency management on behalf of the residents of the Town of Cortlandt.  He recommended that residents check the Town’s website to keep updated on homeland security information and subscribe to e-mail notices for information initiated through a subscription e-mail list through the Town’s website.  On March 31st the regular meeting of the Citizens’ Corps Council will be held in the Town meeting room.

* * * * * * * * * *         

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * * *      

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Joe Cerreto said most people are aware that the Town of Cortlandt has been working very diligently to get the level of services at the Montrose Veterans’ Hospital to remain and has not had a whole lot of success with our elected representatives.  He said, however, that Congresswoman Sue Kelly did get a positive meeting last week with the new Secretary of V.A. Affairs, Mr. Nicholson.  

Every six years Congress has a Federal transportation bill.  This year Congresswoman Kelly put in for the number of projects Cortlandt is interested in doing.  The House of Representatives has approved the following projects:  Westbrook Drive/Oregon Road/RedMill Round roundabout intersection project, $200,000 to 475,000;  Route 9A sidewalks, $330,000:  Verplanck/Broadway streetscape project, $330,000;  V.A roadway improvements,  $395,000.  (contingent on Town of Cortlandt assisting Battery Place residents.)  
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

This bill has received approval by the House of Representatives and is now awaiting Senate approval.  It would not hurt for everyone to drop a note to their Senators, Hilary Clinton and Charles Schumer, requesting their approval of this bill since we can certainly use the money for these projects.

* *       

Councilmember Ann Lindau thanked Jeff Tkacs for all the work he has done for homeland security, saying the Town is fortunate to have a department dedicated to these issues.

Tomorrow, March 16th, is the deadline for affordable housing applications.  If there are any questions, call the Supervisor’s office at 734-1002.  The drawing will be March 22nd in Town Hall at 7:30 p.m. before the Housing Acting Council.

On March 30th the Chamber of Commerce is going to have a Business to Business Expo at Colonial Terrace.  Questions may be answered by calling the Chamber at 737-3600.

On April 23rd the CAC is going to have a small celebration of Earth Day at Town Hall and there will be more details forthcoming.

* *        

Councilman John Sloan opined that we have one of the best websites of any municipality in New York State, mainly due to a very good team effort in Town Hall.  One of the recent additions is that of GIS, (Geographic Information System), an increasingly popular tool for many levels of government.  Another area that Councilman Sloan suggested people look at is the mailbox where various news bulletins will be emailed after you sign up for it.

Lakeland Education Foundation had their annual dinner dance last Saturday attended by a couple hundred people at the Colonial Terrace.

CUE, the Cortlandt Upper teen Entertainment Center, established last May for sophomores, juniors and seniors, is holding a karaoke night this Friday night.  A card tournament is scheduled for Saturday night.  

* *       

Councilmember Frank Farrell thanked Jeff Tkacs for the work he’s been doing with the Homeland Security Department.  He said Jeff had given a presentation at the annual Association of Towns meeting in Manhattan in February and he thanked Jeff for being an outstanding spokesperson for the Town.

He said the winter weather hit the Town pretty hard.  Once the snow removal is done, sweeping and pot-hole repair begins.  He is happy to be part of the board tonight recognizing the achievements of two of the long time employees of DES, Pat DeSantes and Joe Comolli, who do an outstanding job.

Mayor O’Neil hosted an outstanding St. Patrick’s Day parade in Buchanan, attended by many elected officials including Congresswoman Sue Kelly.

The Hendrick Hudson High School band performed an exceptional rendition of “Danny Boy” at the parade and Councilman Farrell said the director is to be commended for the spirit he has instilled in band members.

* *      
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi said Town employees have done a terrific job this winter in keeping our roads clear.  She thanked the Highway Division, as well as all other divisions in the Department of Environmental Services who help out.  Charlie Travis, a foreman with the Highway Department was in attendance and the Supervisor asked him to stand for introduction.

* * * * * * * * * *      

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the regular meeting of February 15, 2005 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion with all voting AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         

PUBLIC HEARING

(A complete transcript of the following Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

A Public Hearing to consider an amendment to Section 307-59B(6) – Hospitals and Nursing Homes.

(A complete stenographic transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk in the Official Public Hearing Minute Book.)

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.  She said the record would also include a letter from David Steinmetz, Esq. representing the Hudson Valley Hospital Center.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order, saying the Town Board would be adjourning this Public Hearing.

David Steinmetz, Esq., representing the Hudson Valley Hospital Center, said the hospital presently has an application pending before the Planning Board seeking modification of the hospital’s current site plan approval, as well as special use permit, to allow the hospital to engage in expansion.  

Representatives of the hospital and their consultants have met with the Town’s professional staff and a suggestion was made that a specific section of the Zoning Ordinance be modified to afford the Planning Board greater flexibility to vary Town Code requirements for existing hospitals.  He said  the amendment would not grant any variances or waivers to the hospital.

Supervisor Puglisi said zoning changes are a large issue and the specifics of this will be further discussed by Town Board members and other concerned individuals before any decision can be made.

There was no one further wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was adjourned on motion of Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau.  All voting AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only.)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *   
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BID REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved the following bids opened on March 2, 2005 with respect to intersection improvements at Route 6 and Parkway Drive be received and ordered filed. She then moved that the resolution be adopted.  Councilmember Farrell seconded both motions.

RESOLUTION NO. 116-05 – RE:  Award contract for Parkway Drive/Route 6 intersection improvements.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said she is delighted there is now going to be a safe ingress/egress to this area of Route 6 with a traffic signal and turning lanes paid for by the developer.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved to file the following reports, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

2004 annual report – DOTS/Water.

February, 2005 -        DOTS/Water, DES/Office for the Aging, Purchasing 




Department, Town Justices and Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, as amended.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.

Sprout Brook 2004 annual report from Westchester County.

* *     

Sprout Brook quarterly report, for period covering October to December, 2004, from Westchester County.

* *     

Inspection report from the United States NRC on Indian Point Plant #2, dated February 2, 2005.
* *     

Updated map and memo from January 24, 2005 with respect to the proposed Community Betterment District, (CBD).

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell said this is a reworking of the PVD, Planned Village Development concept, a topic which engendered quite a bit of debate.

Supervisor Puglisi said we do have a one year building moratorium on the PVD issue.  The staff is researching this and giving the board reports that will be discussed in the next couple of weeks.

* *
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

Memo from DOTS/Planning with respect to the 2005 In-Rem property list.

RESOLUTION NO. 117-05 – RE: Remove certain parcels from the In-Rem property list in accordance with recommendations from Town staff.

* *

Memo from the Town Attorney regarding the Town Smoking and Technology Policies.

* *

Sixth month status report from the Town Historian.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Laura Lee Keating, Town Historian, for her six month status report.  It’s very specific and explains all of the work that the volunteers do on behalf of the Town.

* *

Report from DES with respect to parking issues in the area of Gymnastics City.  AMENDED to “refer to N.Y. S. DOT, Code Department and Mohegan Fire Department.”

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

Letter dated February 11, 2005 from the Cortlandt Town Center with respect to drainage district issues.  Refer, also, to the Legal Department, DOTS and DES.

* *

Letter from Theresa Moccia with respect to a handicapped parking space.  Refer, also, to DES.

* *      

Refer a proposal from the Supervisor to designate historic roads and stone walls within the Town.  Refer, also, to the Legal Department, DOTS/Planning and the Town Historian.

* *

2004 annual financial report for the Town of Cortlandt.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *
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RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context in the Official Minute Book in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 118–05 – RE:  Appoint Leonard Varella III to the title of “Caretaker” at the Muriel H. Morabito Community Center.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 119–05 – RE:  Appoint Joseph Comolli to the title of “Assistant Working Foreman” in DES/Sanitation.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 120–05 – RE:  Appoint Patrick DeSantes to the title of “Assistant Working Foreman” in DES/Highway.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi introduced both Joseph Comolli and Patrick DeSantes who were in the audience, saying they were long term employees of Cortlandt

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 121–05 – RE:  Amend Resolution No 326-04 and extend for six months the appointment of Justin Giordano as an Assessment Aide in the Assessor’s Office.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 122–05 – RE:  Reappoint Donald Liebman as a member of the Board of Assessment Review, term to expire on September 20, 2009.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO.  123–05 – RE:  Reappoint Helen Lindsey and John Milmore to membership on the Conservation Advisory Council and designate a Chairperson.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 124–05 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 18-05 with respect to Traffic Safety Committee appointments.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 125-05 – RE:  Endorse Teatown Lake Reservation Inc.’s application for 2005 Greenway Conservancy grant funds.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 126-05 – RE:  Support an amendment to the New York State Public Authorities’ Law with respect to low cost electricity for the La Farge plant located in the Village of Buchanan.

* *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 127-05 – RE:  Support for the La Farge plant, Village of Buchanan, to obtain financing through the Industrial Development Agency to allow for expansion and to reduce noise generated while unloading ships.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *     

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted as amended,  seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 128-05 – RE:  Authorize an agreement with New York State with respect to grant funds for detection of illicit discharge and elimination thereof.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 129-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to enter into a professional service agreement for environmental testing at Lake Meahagh Park.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 130-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to enter into a professional service agreement for inspection services for the Route 6/Parkway Drive improvements.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 131-05 – RE:  Authorize the uncollected water rents for 2004 to be collected with the 2005 Town tax levy.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 132-05 – RE:  Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with the Lakeland School District for tennis court design services at Walter Panas High School.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 133-05 – RE:  Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with the Lakeland School District for a proposed access road between the Lincoln Titus School and Cortlandt Lanes.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 134-05 – RE:  Direct the Town Attorney and DES to prepare and obtain necessary agreements to dedicate the balance of Inwood Lane West as a 189 Highway.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 135-05 – RE:  Authorize the Comptroller to transfer $112,000 from the 2004 General Fund surplus to the Open Space reserve account.

* *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 136-05 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for April 12, 2005 to consider amending Local Law No. 2-04 to provide for a five day tax collection extension for eligible senior citizens.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 137-05 –   AMENDED, as follows:  RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for May 17, 2005 to consider amending the Zoning Ordinance and Map with respect to Conservation Recreation Open Space (CRO’s) and Public Recreation Open Space.  Refer, also, to the Planning Board for their recommendations.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 138-05 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 363-04 to clarify the Town Affordable Housing Policy.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *    

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved to add the following items to the agenda, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  All voted AYE.

Councilmember Farrell then moved that the following documents be received and filed and the resolutions adopted.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.

Memo from DES/Recreation with respect to the proposed dugouts at Sunset Field.  

RESOLUTION NO. 139-05 – RE:  Authorize funds to be expended for the installation of dugouts at Sunset Field.

* *

2004 Safety Committee report.

* *     

Joint DES/DOTS report with respect to requests to purchase property.

RESOLUTION NO. 140-05 – RE:  Adopt recommendations of the DES and DOTS relative to requests to purchase property.

* *

Letter dated March 10, 2005 from the Town to the New York State DOT with respect to the Sustainable Development Study and intersection improvements planned for Rout 202/Lafayette Avenue and Westbrook Drive/Route 6.

* *

Letter dated March 9, 2005 from Barry Birbrower representing Philip Boyle requesting the return of a parcel located on Pierce Street to the Westchester County Sewer District.
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 141-05 – RE:  Refer request of P. Boyle to Westchester County for their consideration.
* *       

Letter dated March 8, 2005 from Dr. Lloyd Hoffman with respect to property and road improvements on Route 202.  Refer, also, to DOTS.

* *      

Note dated March 11, 2005 from Mrs. Varricchio requesting a guard rail on Lafayette Avenue near the intersection of Route 202.  Refer, also, to DES.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

 * * * * *        

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 142-05 – RE:  Designate March as Red Cross Month.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 143-05 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to enter into an Agreement with respect to soil tests and the Sprout Brook watermain.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 144-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to proceed with final design plans with respect to improvements to the Town Hall entrance and courtyard areas.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *      

REPORTS from STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * *      

HEARING of CITIZENS (second)

None.
* * * * * * * * * *      

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Sloan moved the meeting be adjourned at 8:20 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.  All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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